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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1951. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Llanelly. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  being  my  last  year  in  office  as  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  I would  like  to  offer  everybody  who  has  assisted  this  depart- 
ment during  the  past  year,  especially  the  staff,  my  profound  thanks. 
Their  diligence  has  been  exemplary  and  their  zeal  in  furthering  the 
investigations  into  the  health  of  the  community  can  but  mean  that 
the  department  will  become  second  to  none. 

The  beginning  of  the  year  saw  the  gradual  waning  and  the  end 
of  the  epidemic  of  influenza  which  commenced  in  the  previous  year. 
It  is  a pity  that  influenza  is  not  notifiable  as  one  cannot  gain  any 
real  information  from  this  epidemic  other  than  impressions  of  the 
considerable  incapacity  which  occurred  during  this  period. 

There  is  still  a slight  increase  in  the  estimated  population  of  the 
town,  being  chiefly  due  to  the  return  of  people  who  left  the  town 
during  the  war  years  for  the  Midlands. 

Housing  construction  proceeds  but  still  does  not  expand 
adequately  to  cover  the  increasing  number  of  people  who  are  living 
in  overcrowded  conditions.  The  figures  should  be  taken  in  associa- 
tion with  the  still  increasing  numbers  on  the  tuberculosis  register. 

There  was  no  notification  of  diphtheria  for  the  fourth  successive 
year.  It  has  been  reported  that,  whereas  two-thirds  of  the  children 
were  immunised  in  1947,  only  half  that  number  attended  clinics  for 
immunisation  in  1951.  These  figures  cannot  be  considered  as 
being  accurate  as  Medical  Practitioners  now  immunise  children  in 
their  practice  and  one  can  appreciate  that,  with  the  ever  increasing 
administration,  doctors  do  not  always  report  these  cases. 

Other  than  influenza  there  were  no  epidemics  in  the  borough 
during  the  past  year. 

An  attempt  was  made  for  the  early  identification  of  organisms 
by  swabbing  the  mam  sewers  and  the  culturing  of  the  swabs  to 
detect  any  carriers.  Its  non-success  proved  the  relative  immunity 
of  the  population  as  a whole  to  any  enteric  infections. 

I would  like  to  conclude  my  report  by  wishing  my  successor 
every  success  in  the  future  and  I am  sure  that  if  he  will  be  as  happy 
as  1 was,  he  will  indeed  be  very  content. 

I am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  sincerely, 

E.  RAYMOND  JONES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Healt 
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SUMMARY 

Area  (in  acres)  2,069 

Ward  1 534 

Ward  2 733 

Ward  3 802 

Estimated  Home  population  (mid-year  1951) — Registrar- 

General  33,870 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate  Books  at 

end  of  1951  9,181 

Rateable  value  £163,797 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  £634 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  VITAL 


STATISTICS 

FOR 

THE 

YEAR 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Live 

Births 

) 

l 

Legitimate  . 

...  449 

213 

236 

Birth  rate  13.61  per 
1 , 000  estimated  civilian 

1 

Illegitimate  . 

...  12 

6 

6 

population. 

Still 

) 

y 

Legitimate  . 

...  8 

5 

3 

20.18  per  1,000  live 
and  still  births. 

Births 

) 

Illegitimate  . 

...  — 

— 

• — 

Deaths 

...  530 

282 

248 

Death  rate  15.64  esti- 
mated civilian  popula- 
tion. 

The 

rates  for  1950  were  : — 

Birth  rate— 14.15  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population. 

Still  births— 20.74  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 

Death  rate— 13.88  per  1,000  estimated  civilian  population. 

For  comparison,  the  birth  and  death  rates  for  England  and 
Wales  were  respectively  15.5  and  12.5  per  1,000  estimated  civilian 
population.  The  still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.36 
per  1,000  population  and  for  Llanelly  was  0.23  per  1,000  estimated 
civilian  population. 


NOTES  ON  THE  HEALTH  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1951  : 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES  (REGISTRAR-GENERAL) 

Births. — The  provisional  birth  rate  per  1,000  home  population 
(as  at  mid- 1951)  was  15.5  This  was  0.3  below  that  for  1950.  The 
illegitimacy  rate  was  47  per  1,000  live  births,  or  8 per  thousand 
below  the  average  for  the  preceding  five  years. 
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Still-births. — The  provisional  still-birth  rate  was  22.9  per  1,000 
total  live  and  still-births  compared  with  22.7  for  1950. 

Deaths. — The  death  rate  was  12.5  per  1,000  home  population. 
This  was  0.9  above  that  for  1950.  Infant  mortality  was  29.6  per 
1,000  related  live  births  and  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  this 
country.  It  was  0.3  per  1,000  below  that  for  1950,  the  previous 
lowest. 

Natural  Increase.— -The  births  registered  exceeded  the  deaths  by 
130,579  ; the  corresponding  increase  for  the  preceding  year  was 
181,459  and  the  average  for  1945-1949  was  284,336. 

Marriages.— The  marriage  rate  of  16.4  was  the  same  as  that  for 
1950. 


Population  Estimates. — The  estimated  total  population  for  the 
year  was  44,008,000,  a decrease  of  12,000  over  the  estimate  for 
1950.  The  estimated  home  population  for  1951  was  43,800,000. 

Effective  Reproduction  Rate. — The  effective  reproduction  rate 
corresponding  to  the  births  which  occurred  in  1951,  after  making 
allowance  for  continuing  improvement  in  survivorship  conditions  is 
provisionally  assessed  at  0.97  indicating  that  births  of  1951  were 
3 per  cent,  below  those  required  by  a par  replacement  standard. 


Maternal  Mortality— Llanelly  Borough 

Sepsis  of  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  puerperium 
Abortion  with  toxaemia 

Other  toxaemias  or  pregnancy  and  the  puerperium 
Abortion  without  mention  of  sepsis  or  toxaemia 
Abortion  with  sepsis  

Other  complications  of  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  the 
puerperium 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS 

W+fb°irat0r5!  Facilities-~An  arrangement  is  in  operation  for  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  pathological  specimens  milk  and  ice 
cream  samples  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  CarCrthem 


tion 


During  the  year  the  following  specimens  were  sent  for  examina- 


Faeces 
Ice  Cream 


Throat  Swabs 
55  Milk 


2 

62 
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Isolation  Hospital. — Cases  of  infectious  diseases  from  the  Borough 
are  sent  to  the  West  Wales  Isolation,  Tumble  and  also  to  Hill  House 


Hospital,  Swansea. 

During  the  year  the  following  cases  were  admitted  : — 

Dysentery  5 Poliomyelitis 6 

Erysipelas  1 Puerperal  pyrexia  2 

Gastro  enteritis  4 Rheumatism  3 

Influenza  1 Scarlet  fever  4 

Laryngitis  1 Tuberculous  meningitis 1 

Measles  2 Vincents  angina  1 

Meningitis  1 Whooping  cough  4 

Pneumonia  22  Miscellaneous  7 


65 

Venereal  Diseases. — The  Venereal  Disease  Treatment  Clinic  is 
attached  to  the  Llanelly  General  Hospital  and  it  is  open  on  four 
days  each  week — two  sessions  for  males  and  two  for  females.  Two 
of  the  local  medical  practitioners  are  in  attendance  at  the  clinic. 
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Appended  are  the  statistics  for  the  year  1951  furnished  by  the 
Medical  Officers  in  charge  of  the  Llanelly  Clinic  : — 


Gonnor- 

Other 

Sypi 

ailis. 

rh 

oea. 

Conditions 

1 

Toi 

al. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1.  No.  on  register  on 

1.1.1951 

22 

20 

11 

12 

6 

45 

26 

2.  No.  returned  to  register 

for  further  treatment  or 
observations  

2 

2 

3 

5 

2 

3.  No.  of  patients  dealt 

with  for  the  first  time  

5 

8 

5 

38 

9 

48 

17 

4.  No.  of  cases  transferred 

from  other  centres 

29 

30 

16 

53 

15 

98 

45 

5.  No.  of  patients  who  de- 

faulted 

3 

3 

3 

3 

6.  No.  transferred  to  other 

centres,  etc 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

5 

4 

7.  No.  remaining  on 

register 

8.  No.  of  attendances  during 

21 

24 

3 

9 

2 

33 

36 

the  year  : — 

For  individual  attention 

by  the  M.O’s 

For  intermediate  treat- 

109 

96 

20 

59 

15 

188 

111 

ment,  e.g.  dressings,  etc. 

193 

209 

56 

123 

42 

372 

251 

Totals 

302 

305 

76 

182 

57 

560 

362 

No  of  specimens  examined  : 

[ 

Microscopical  

34 

Serum 

130 

65 

No.  of  cases  of  persons  re- 

siding  elsewhere  (included 
in  3)  : 

Carmarthenshire 

12 

1 

45 

61 

Q 

Cardiganshire  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Seamen 

1 

Totals 

13 

5 

47 

-arramETi  vtci, . 

65 
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Treatment  Centres. — The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic, 
the  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics  continue  to  be  conducted  at 
the  Old  Town  Hall  by  the  Carmarthenshire  County  Council. 

The  Gynaecological  Clinic  is  held  at  the  Nursing  Institute. 

The  Chest  Clinic  is  at  Bay  View,  Capel  Road,  Llanelly. 

Water  Supply. — There  are  two  main  sources  to  the  water  supply 
(1)  the  Lliedi  watershed,  and  (2)  the  Gwendraeth  Fach  watershed. 
In  the  former  the  water  is  stored  in  : — 

(a)  The  Cwmlliedi  reservoir,  having  a capacity  of  220  million 
gallons,  and 

(b)  the  Upper  Lliedi  reservoir,  having  a capacity  of  200 
million  gallons. 

The  Cwmlliedi  reservoir,  together  with  a small  supply  from  the 
Trebeddod  reservoir,  is  utilised  solely  for  trade  purposes,  while  the 
water  from  the  Upper  Lliedi  reservoir  is  subjected  to  slow  sand 
filtration  and  chloramine  treatment  before  distribution  for  domestic 
purposes. 

In  the  case  of  the  Gwendraeth  Fach  supply,  water  is  taken  from 
the  river  of  the  same  name  at  the  Old  Forge,  Kidwelly,  and 
gravitated  to  the  Pumping  Station  at  the  site  of  the  Royal  Ordnance 
Factory  at  Pembrey,  from  which  it  is  pumped  into  the  Lliedi 
reservoir.  During  1951,  the  quantity  of  water  pumped  was 
350,918,000  gallons  in  108  days  of  pumping. 

The  Llanelly  Corporation  Towy  Water  Order  was  approved  in 
1951.  This  empowers  the  Corporation  to  take  6.1  million  gallons 
per  day  from  the  River  Towy  at  Llandilo-yr-Ynys.  The  con- 
structional work  is  due  to  commence  in  1952. 

Infant  Mortality 

Males  Females 

Deaths  of  infants  within  12  months  of 

birth  3 7 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  (included  in 

above)  — — 

Ages  at  death  : — 

On  first  day  1 2 

Under  seven  days  — 1 

Under  4 weeks  — 1 

The  infant  mortality  rate  was  21.7  per  1,000  live  birt 
corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  29.6  per  1,000  live 
births. 


Total 

10 

3 

1 

1 

. The 
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NET  DEATHS  FROM  STATED  CAUSES  AT  VARIOUS  AGES 
UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 


Causes  of  death. 

Under  1 week. 

1 — 2 weeks. 

2 — 3 weeks. 

3 — 4 weeks. 

Total  under 
4 weeks. 

1 — 3 months. 

3 — 6 months. 

6 — 9 months. 

9 — -12  months. 

Total  deaths 
under  1 year. 

Prematurity 

2 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

Intra-cranial  haemorrhage 

1 

1 

I 

Congenital  pyloric  stenosis 

1 

1 

Atelectasis  of  lungs  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Congenital  hydrocephalus 

1 

1 

Asphyxia  neonatorum 

1 

1 

1 

Hyperpyrexia 

1 

1 

Totals 

5 

5 

3 

1 

1 

10 

Maternal  Mortality. — There  were  no  maternal  deaths  for  the 
Borough  during  the  year. 


Home  Helps. — An  office  of  this  sendee  has  been  opened  by  the 
Carmarthenshire  County  Council  at  the  Women’s  Voluntary 
Sendee,  9-11,  Old  Castle  Road,  Llanelly.  This  is  open  on  Mondays 
and  Wednesdays  between  the  hours  of  2.30  and  4 p.m. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948.- — No  action  was  taken  by  the 
Town  Council  under  Section  47  which  provides  for  removal  to 
suitable  premises,  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

Adoption  Act,^  1950. — This  Act  which  came  into  operation  on 
1st  October,  1950,  colsolidates  the  enactments  relating  to  the 
adoption  of  children,  with  such  corrections  and  improvements  as 
may  have  been  authorised  under  the  Consolidation  of  Enactments 
(Procedure)  Act,  1949. 

The  Carmarthenshire  County  Council  is  the  Welfare  Authority 
under  the  Act.  J 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH 

Water  Supply.— There  is  an  abundant  constant  water  supply 
for  the  whole  of  the  Borough  and  premises  within  the  Corporation’s 
extended  limits  of  supply  v 
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Water  Distribution. — The  average  daily  consumption  of  filtered 
water  for  domestic  purposes  during  the  year  was  1 ,733,900  gallons, 
and  for  trade  purposes  2,024,073  gallons. 

The  average  daily  consumption  per  head  was  51  and  59  gallons, 
respectively. 

Rainfall. — The  rainfall  for  the  year  1951  was  55.37  inches  and 
rain  fell  on  221  days.  The  average  rainfall  for  the  past  70  years 
on  the  Cwmlliedi  reservoir  was  50.92  inches. 

One  inch  or  over  of  rain  fell  in  the  24  hours  on  five  occasions. 
The  highest  rainfall  occurred  on  17th  January  when  1.87  inches 
were  recorded. 

Safeguarding  of  Water  Supply. — All  the  men  employed  by  the 
Town  Council  in  their  water  undertaking  have  been  ascertained  by 
bacteriological  tests  to  be  free  from  the  infection  of  enteric  or  allied 
diseases. 

All  new  workmen  are  required  to  pass  similar  tests  before  being 
employed  in  connection  with  the  town’s  water  supply. 


Water  Analysis. — The  water  for  domestic  supply  is  subjected 
to  slow  sand  filtration  and  chloramine  treatment  and  monthly 
chemical  and  fortnightly  bacteriological  analyses  of  the  water 
show  that  the  treatment  is  satisfactory. 

The  samples  taken  on  11th  December,  1951,  for  examination 
by  Mr.  H.  J.  Evans,  County  Analyst,  Carmarthen,  showed  the 
following  results  : — 

No.  1.  Domestic  Supply.  Lead  Sendee  Pipe  at  59,  Arfryn 
Avenue.  Filtered  and  Chlorinated. 

No.  1A.  Domestic  Supply.  From  Filter  Beds.  Raw  water. 

No.  2.  Industrial  Supply.  Hydrant  at  Marshfield  Square. 

No.  3.  Gwendraeth  Supply.  River  at  Kidwelly  Intake. 

Parts  per  100,000 


No.  1. 

No.  1A. 

No.  2. 

No.  3. 

Free  Ammonia  

0.003  

0.003  ... 

0.009 

0.00® 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.006 

0.009 

0.013 

0.00^ 

Chlorides,  as  C12 

2.20 

2.20 

2.10 

1.90 

Calculated  as  Common  Salt 

3.63 

3.63 

3.41 

8.14 

Total  Solids 

9.0 

10.0 

9.5 

19.0 

Nitrates 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nitrites 

Nil  . - 

Nil 

Trace 

...  Trace 

Oxygen  consumed  at  27oC. 
In  4 Hours  

0.104 

0.128 

0.180 

0.076 

In  15  minutes 

0.047 

0.067 

0.091 

0.035 

Total  Alkalinity,  as  CaC03 

3.5 

3.0 

2.0 

12.0 
io  c 

Total  Hardness  

pH  Value 

Colour  (Hazen  Units) 

4.0 

7.1 
10 

4.0 

7.1 
15 

2*  .5 
6.9 

40 

.....  1Z.9 

7.5 

10 
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Bacteriological  Examinations. 


No.  1 No.  2.  No.  3. 


No.  of  organisms  per  c.c.  developed  on  Agar 

during  48  hours  at  37°C 4 H 18 

No.  of  organisms  per  c.c.  developed  on  Agar 

during  48  hours  at  22oC 39  1 Q8  117 

Coliform  organisms  per  1 00  ccs  .....  Nil  16  18+ 

Faecal  Coli  per  100  ccs  Nil  16  18  + 


REMARKS 

Nos.  1 and  1A  . Treatment  has  removed  some  of  the  organic 
matter  and  colour. 

Sterilisation  has  been  effective,  and  the  treated  water  is  fit  for 
drinking  and  all  domestic  purposes. 

No.  2 Sterilisation  has  not  been  effective. 

No.  3 : A River  Water  of  a good  degree  of  purity. 

Closet  Accommodation  : — 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  pails  and  collected 

by  the  Corporation  33 

Number  of  houses  with  pails,  contents  disposed  of 

by  householders  22 

Number  of  houses  with  private  cesspools  18 


HOUSING 

A woman  housing  investigator,  Mrs.  O.  Morris,  S.R.N.,  visits 
ah  houses  under  the  control  of  the  Corporation.  Where  conditions 
are  not  satisfactory,  the  results  are  reported  by  Mrs.  Morris  to 
he  Borough  Treasurer  who  passes  the  matter  on  to  the  Chief 
Inspector  for  his  investigation  in  each  case  as  to  the 

coSitio°nVnfT  g- m anL°ne  hoUSe’  and  the  general  sanitary 
f th(I  Premises-  She  is  required  to  make  investigation 
to  the  circumstances  of  applicants  for  Council  houses. 

hasPSsherl>fth  0UfSen‘~^he  R°r0Ugh  Architect  (Mr.  J.  E.  Thomas) 
houses  during  the  year°>Tg  PartlcuIars  reS“ding  the  erection  of 

Total  number  erected  by  Council 128 

(a)  In  Borough  area  24 

(b)  In  Llanelly  Rural  area  1Q4 

Total  number  now  erected  by  the  Town  Council  in 

Llanelly  Rural  District  area  coo 

(a)  Houses  ^ 

(b)  Bungalows  100 

No.  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 3 
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Housing  Act,  1949. — This  Act  came  into  operation  on  30th 
July,  1949,  and  makes  miscellaneous  amendments  in  the  law  of 
housing  and  confers  new  powers  upon  Local  Housing  Authorities. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Regular  inspections  of  all  dairies  in  the  Borough  were  made 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  a high  standard  of  cleanliness  has 
been  maintained. 

MILK  SAMPLING  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS 

This  has  been  carried  out  as  in  previous  years,  and  the  results 


are  set  out  below  : — 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  61 

(a)  Examined  by  Methylene  Blue  test 52 

Number  complied  43 

Number  not  complied 9 

(b)  Examined  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  24 

All  were  negative 

(c)  Phosphatase  test  18 

Number  complied  17 

Number  not  complied 1 

No  results  were  possible  on  four  samples. 


The  results  of  all  samples  of  milk  are  sent  to  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Veterinary  Inspector. 

The  results  are  also  given  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
Llanelly  Rural  District  Council  of  samples  of  milk  taken  from 
producers  in  his  district. 

Schools  Supplies. — The  Llanelly  Divisional  Executive  Committee 
took  samples  of  school  milk  during  the  year  and  no  instance  of 
unsatisfactory  milk  was  reported. 

Ice  Cream. — At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  114  licensed 
retailers  of  ice  cream  in  the  Borough. 

During  the  year  55  samples  of  ice  cream  were  sent  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Carmarthen,  for  examination  by  the  Methylene 
Blue  test  with  the  following  results,  according  to  the  provisional 


grading  for  ice  cream  : — 

Grade  1 (Satisfactory)  26  (56.52%) 

Grade  2 (Fair)  4 (8.70%) 

Grade  3 (Unsatisfactory)  8 (17.39%) 

Grade  4 (Very  unsatisfactory)  8 (17.39%) 


46 

No  results  were  possible  on  nine  samples. 

All  ice  cream  vendors  are  supplied  with  the  results  of  the 
examinations  of  samples  taken  from  them  and  copies  of  the  results 
are  sent  to  manufacturers  in  cases  where  samples  are  taken  from 
retailers  only. 
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Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Amendment  Regulations,. 
1951. — These  Regulations,  made  jointly  by  the  Minister  of  Health 
and  the  Minister  of  Food,  made  1st  March,  1951,  as  the  appointed 
date  from  which  local  authorities  may  require  the  use  of 
thermometers  to  indicate  and  record  temperatures  to  which  ice, 
cream  mixes  are  subjected  in  their  manufacture. 

All  local  ice  cream  manufacturers  (eighteen  in  number)  were 
informed  of  the  implementation  of  the  Regulations  by  the  Town 
Council,  which  require  that  all  ice  cream  heat  treatment  plants  are 
to  be  fitted  with  both  indicating  and  recording  thermometers,  the 
results  of  the  recording  thermometers  to  be  retained  for  at  least 
one  month. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. — Shops,  stalls,  vehicles,  etc.,  are  visited 
regularly  and  particulars  of  condemnations  are  contained  in  the 
report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Mr.  K.  J.  Mckay,  M.R.C.V.S.,  the  Veterinary  Inspector  for  the 
Borough  was  responsible  for  the  inspection  and  condemnation  of 
animals  and  carcases  in  the  public  slaughterhouse  and  his  report 
for  the  year  is  appended. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  DURING  1951 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excldg. 

and 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

2660 

978 

6652 

15145 

739 

Number  inspected 

2660 

978 

6652 

15145 

739 

1 . All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis : 

(i)  Whole  carcases  condemned 

(ii)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 

1 

4 

54 

21 

2 

or  organ  was  condemned 

584 

514 

35 

1604 

8 

(iii)  Percentage  of  the  number 

inspected  affected  with 
diseases  other  than  T.B. 

21.99 

52.96 

1.33 

10.72 

1.35 

2.  Tuberculosis  only  : 

(i)  Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

29 

(ii)  Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  

110 

234 

(iii)  Percentage  of  number  in- 

spected  affected  with  T.B. 

4.17 

26.89 

wcic  gicinieu  Dy  me  i own 
year  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES 

Diphtheria. — For  the  fourth  successive  year  no  case  of  diphtheria 
was  reported. 

In  1901  almost  10,000  persons  died  from  diphtheria  in  England 
and  Wales.  In  1951,  the  provisional  number  of  deaths  is  given 
as  32. 

The  situation  now  being  reached  was  scarely  dreamed  possible 
in  1940  when  the  immunisation  campaign  started.  The  eradication 
of  diphtheria  as  an  indigenous  disease  can  be  foreseen  as  a real 
possibility  within  the  next  few  years. 

But  this  can  only  be  achieved  providing  there  is  no  slackening 
in  the  immunisation  efforts  which  have  been  so  dramatically  success- 
ful in  the  past  10  years. 

Complacency  resulting  from  what  has  been  achieved,  or  loss  of 
interest  or  of  confidence  in  immunisation  may  mean  that  diphtheria 
will  go  on  occurring  endemically  and  epidemically  indefinitely,  with 
the  ever  present  risk  of  a return  to  high  mortality. 

Unfortunately,  the  target  of  75%  has  not  been  maintained 
and  it  has  been  estimated  that  whereas  two-thirds  of  the  children 
attended  clinics  for  immunisation  in  1947,  only  half  the  number  of 
children  attended  in  1951.  This  problem  has  been  emphasised 
in  the  introduction  to  the  report. 

Influenza. — The  influenza  epidemic  which  commenced  late  in 
December,  1950  and  lasted  until  mid-February,  1952,  was  the 
worst  experienced  since  1919.  As  influenza  is  not  at  present 
notifiable,  the  compilation  of  any  data  relative  to  the  epidemic 
was  not  possible.  From  the  widespread  loss  of  work  and  the 
absence  of  children  from  school  it  was  felt  that  the  medical 
practitioners  generally  did  not  bother  to  report  all  cases  of  pneumonia 
owing  to  the  urgency  of  fulfilling  the  other  duties  of  their  practice. 

During  the  period  of  the  epidemic  14  cases  of  influenzal  pneumonia 
and  51  cases  of  other  pneumonia  were  reported,  the  greater  incidence 
being  in  the  65  and  over  age  group  when  8 and  25  cases  respectively 
were  notified. 

Deaths  from  respiratory  diseases  increased  very  considerably  in 


January  and  February,  1952  : — 

9 from  Influenzal  Pneumonia  (5  over  65) 

16  from  other  Pneumonia  (10  over  65) 

13  from  Bronchitis  (8  over  65) 

10  from  Influenza  (7  over  65) 


* 
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There  was  no  apparent  effect  upon  transport  and  consultation 
with  various  heads  of  departments  in  local  industries  elicitated  the 
fact  that  there  was  no  great  loss  in  output.  Although  school 
attendances  fell  to  approximately  38%  it  was  not  found  necessary 
to  close  any  of  the  schools. 

One  interesting  feature  was  that  it  was  seldom  that  a single 
member  of  a family  suffered  from  influenza.  Usually,  according  to 
local  medical  practitioners,  whole  families  were  affected. 

Tuberculosis. — Forty-two  cases  (1.24  per  1,000  estimated 
population)  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  were  notified  in  1951 — 25 
males  and  17  females. 

Thirteen  deaths  (0.31  per  1,000  estimated  population)- — 9 males 
and  4 females  were  recorded. 

Nine  cases  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  (0.26  per  1,000 
estimated  population)  were  notified — 6 males  and  3 females.  Five 
deaths  (.14  per  1,000  estimated  population — 3 males  and  2 females) 
were  recorded. 

The  notification  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  for  the  year  was  on 
a par  with  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years.  The  number  of  deaths, 
however,  show  a marked  drop.  In  1942  and  1951  there  were  27 
and  19  deaths  respectively,  while  the  average  for  the  past  ten 
years  was  17.7. 

The  figures  for  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  show  little  change. 

Of  the  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1951,  91  now  reside  in 
Council  houses  within  the  Borough.  A further  25  cases  have  been 
re-housed  in  Borough  Council  houses  erected  in  the  Llanelly  Rural 
district. 

The  investigation  of  home  conditions,  contacts,  financial  circum- 
stances, etc.,  of  all  notified  cases  are  being  carried  out  by  the  Carmar- 
thenshire County  Council’s  Health  Visitors. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
quarterly  statements  are  sent  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  The  following  is  a statement  giving  particulars  for  the 


(a)  No.  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  register  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  : — b 


Males  Respiratory  R)4 

Non-respiratory  24 

Females  Respiratory  94 

Non-respiratory  19 


241 
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(b)  No.  of  cases  notified  under  the  Regulations  of  1930  for 
the  first  time  during  the  year  : — 


Males  Respiratory  25 

Non-respiratory  6 

Females  Respiratory  17 

Non-respiratory  3 

51 

(c)  No.  of  cases  restored  to  the  register  during  the  year  : — 

Males  Respiratory  3 

Non-respiratory  1 

Females  Respiratory  1 


5 

(d)  No.  of  cases  added  to  register  and  brought  to  notice 
otherwise  than  by  formal  notification  : — 


Males  Respiratory  1 

Females  Respiratory  1 

Non-respiratory  1 

3 

(e)  No.  of  cases  removed  from  register  during  the  year 

Males  Respiratory  18 

Non-respiratory  6 

Females  Respiratory  13 

Non-respiratory  3 


40 

(f)  No.  of  cases  remaining  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 


year 

Males  Respiratory  115 

Non-respiratory  25 

Females  Respiratory  100 

Non-respiratory  20 


260 

Mass  Radiography. — During  February  and  March,  1951,  the 
Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board  Mass  Radiography  Service  carried 
out  a survey  of  the  general  population  of  the  town.  In  addition 
824  children  from  the  Llanelly  Grammar,  Modem  Secondary, 
Technical  and  Art  Schools  were  also  examined  and  the  results  are 
appended  : — 
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r 


General 

population. 

School 

children. 

Grand 

Total. 

f 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

No.  examined 

2277 

3063 

5340 

395 

223 

618 

2672 

3286 

No.  found  abnormal 

366 

284 

650 

22 

8 

30 

388 

292 

Percentage 

16.07 

9.27 

12.17 

5.56 

3.58 

4.85 

14.52 

8.88 

Classification  of 
abnormal  cases  : 

(a)  Definite 
Respiratory 
Tuberculosis 

5 

5 

1 

1 

1 

5 

(b)  Needing  further 
observation  for 
R.T.B 

21 

12 

33 

21 

12 

(c)  Other  abnor- 

malities of  chest 

345 

267 

612 

21 

8 

29 

366 

275 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS,  RESPIRATORY  AND 
NON-RESPIRATORY  NOTIFIED  DURING  1951  AND  THE  NUMBER 


OF  DEATHS  (LOCAL  STATISTICS) 


AGE 

GROUPS. 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 — 

1 — 

2 

2 

5 — 

2 

1 

15  — 

6 

7 

2 

1 

25  — 

8 

3 

1 

1 

35  — 

3 

4 

1 

2 

2 

45  — 

5 

2 

1 

55  — 

3 

3 

65  — 

1 

2 

1 

2 

All  ages 

25 

17 

6 

3 

9 

3 

3 

2 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  1951. 
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ages) 

Final  numbers  after  correction  : — 
Under  1 year 
1-2  years 
3-4  years 
5-9  years 
10-14  years 

15-24  years  

25-and  over  

Age  unknown  

Total  all  ages 

Numbers  originally  notified.  Total  (al 
ages) 

Final  numbers  after  correction  : — 
Under  5 years 
5-14  years 
15-44  years 
45-64  years 
65  and  over 
Age  unknown 

Total  (all  ages) 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  1951.  ( Continued ). 
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REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  STATISTICS 

All  ages 
M.  F.  Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  9 4 13 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  3 2 5 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  2 — 2 

4.  Diphtheria  — — — 

5.  Whooping  cough  — • — ■ — - 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  — — — 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis  — 1 1 

8.  Measles  — - — ■ — 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  — - — — 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  9 10  19 

1 1 . Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  6 1 7 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  - — 5 5 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ■ — 2 2 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  21  22  43 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  1 3 4 

16.  Diabetes  1 — 1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  26  34  60 

18.  Coronary  diseases,  angina  43  18  61 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  3 6 9 

20.  Other  heart  diseases  36  45  81 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases  16  16  32 

22.  Influenza  12  10  22 

23.  Pneumonia  13  5 18 

24.  Bronchitis 25  12  37 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  3 5 8 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  3 — 3 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . — 2 2 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  2 5 7 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  8 8 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  _ 

31.  Congenital  malformations  2 1 3 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 24  33  57 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  6 - 6 

34.  All  other  accidents 6 3 9 

35.  Suicide  2 3 5 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  


All  causes  282  248  530 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

No.  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  171 

No.  of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  122 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  49 
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No.  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with 
No.  of  complaints  received 
Owners  and  other  persons  interviewed 
Legal  action  taken 

Details  of  Inspections  : 

Houses  inspected  for  Nuisances 
Houses  inspected  for  Infectious  Diseases 

Houses  re-inspected  

Factories  with  mechancial  power 
Factories  without  mechanical  power 
Laundries 

Outworkers  

Dairies 

Milk  Purveyors’  vehicles 
Ice  Cream  premises 

Bakehouses  

Food  Preparing  Premises 
Slaughterhouse 

Butchers’  shops,  stalls  and  vehicles 
Provision  Stores 

Fishmongers 

Greengrocers’  shops 
Restaurants  and  kitchens 

Chip  shops  

Schools 

Inns  and  Clubs 
Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 
Common  Lodging  Houses 

Offensive  trades  : 

Marine  Store  dealers 
Marine  Store  hawkers 
Gutscrapers 

Fish  Friers  

Shops 

Rat  infestations 

Drains 

Sewers 

Cesspools 

Watercourses 

Back  Lanes  

Stables 

Swine  and  other  animals 
Smoke  and  Grit 


49 

601 

3046 


292 

66 

805 

42 

12 

1 

2 

35 

65 

183 

27 

21 

3 

770 

1144 

191 

701 

29 

11 

1 

9 

137 

23 

58 
22 

6 

8 

8 

2 

372 

61 

26 

59 
124 

2 

1 

18 
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Accumulations  1“** 

Water  Supply  9 

Public  Conveniences  .....  31 

Miscellaneous  91 

NUISANCES  ABATED 

Pre- 

Houses — External  Work.  liminary.  Statutory. 

Roofs  renewed  or  repaired 46  20 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  13  1 

Gutters  renewed  or  repaired  40  10 

Rainwater  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  27  9 

Walls  renewed  or  repaired  .....  12  10 

Damp  proof  courses  inserted  — — 

Sub-floor  ventilation  provided  2 1 

Through  or  permanent  ventilation  provided  — — 

Yard  paving  relaid  or  repaired  4 — 

Water  closets  renewed  or  repaired  28  3 

Drainage  renewed,  repaired  or  cleansed  27  23 

Houses— Internal  Work 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired 27  11 

Windows  renewed  or  repaired  28  6 

Doors  renewed  or  repaired  13  1 

Floors  renewed  or  repaired  11  2 

Stairs  renewed  or  repaired 4 3 

Fireplaces  renewed  or  repaired  3 2 

Sinks  and  water  supply  renewed  or  repaired  5 - — - 

Washing  accommodation  provided  or  repaired  2 — 

Food  store  provided  or  repaired  1 — 

Miscellaneous  items  dealt  with  32  3 

Factories  : 

Notices  served  on  factories  with  mechanical  power 2 

Want  of  cleanliness  2 

Sanitary  conveniences  : 

Unsuitable  or  defective  1 

Milk  and  Dairies  : 

Milk  samples  obtained  62 

Ice  Cream  Premises  : 

Ice  cream  samples  55 
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Limewashing  or  cleansing — Common  Lodging  Houses  7 

Matters  reported  to  Surveyor  244 


Fumigations  : 


Wards 


1 

2 

3 

Total 

Following  Scarlet  Fever 

2 ... 

4 ... 

3 .. 

...  9 

Following  Tuberculosis 

18  ... 

..  12  ... 

..  11  .. 

...  41 

Following  Poliomyelitis 

2 ... 

3 ... 

1 .. 

...  6 

Following  other  diseases 

3 ... 

5 ... 

— 

8 

Following  dirty  and  verminous 
conditions 

3 ... 

...  10  ... 

1 .. 

...  14 

28  ... 

...  34  ... 

...  16  . 

....  78 

No.  of  articles  steam  disinfected 
No.  of  Library  books  disinfected 
Other  fumigations  and  disinfections 
Public  Mortuary  cleansed 


560 

59 

10 

53 


FOOD  CONDEMNATIONS 

2,791  lbs.  Canned  Meats — Blown  or  damaged. 

1*935  lbs.  Canned  Fruits— Blown  or  damaged. 

577|  lbs.  Canned  Vegetables— Blow  or  damaged. 
386  lbs.  Canned  Milk— Blow  or  damaged. 

306  lbs.  Canned  Soups— Blow  or  damaged. 

132  lbs.  Canned  Jam— Blow  or  damaged. 

199  lbs.  Canned  Fish— Blow  or  damaged. 

1901,  lbs.  Canned  Cooked  Ham— Blow  or  damaged. 
51  lbs.  Canned  Eggs  (liquid)— Blow  or  damaged. 
292  lbs.  Puddings— Decomposition. 

121  lbs.  Pudding  Mixture- — Damaged  in  transit. 

64  lbs.  Confectionery— Damaged  in  transit. 

1\  lbs.  Goose — Decomposition. 

25 1 lbs.  Cornflakes— Damaged  in  transit.  _ 
if  lbs.  Ground  Rice — Damaged  in  transit. 

332  lbs.  Custard  Powder — Damaged  in  transit. 
832!  lbs.  Cheese— Mite  infestation  and  mouldy. 

22  lbs.  Fruit— Decayed. 

411!  lbs.  Cured  fish— Decomposition. 

195  lbs.  Imported  Beef— Bruised. 

100  lbs.  Puffed  pastry— Rancidity. 

48  lbs.  Faggots — Mouldy. 
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25 i lbs.  Cake— Damaged  in  transit. 

24  lbs.  Biscuits — Weevil  infestation. 
73  lbs.  Jellies — Damaged  in  transit. 
53|  lbs.  Tomato  sauce— Decayed. 

1 Bottle  Pickles — Decomposition. 
26  Bottles  Cod  Liver  Oil — Decayed. 
91  Bottles  Orange  Juice— Decayed. 

1 Loaf  Bread— Mouldy. 

9744  Eggs — Decayed  or  damaged. 

86  Fish  Cakes— Decayed. 

7 Meat  Pies — Mouldy. 

81  lbs.  Cereals — Damaged  in  transit. 
6 1 lbs.  Lard— Damaged. 

90  lbs.  Bacon — Decomposition. 

294  lbs.  Margarine — Rancidity. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1936,  PART  IV.— OVERCROWDING 

(a)  No.  of  families  overcrowded  at  end  of  1950 

No.  of  persons  affected  

(b)  No.  of  new  cases  reported  during  the  year  

No.  of  persons  affected  

(c)  No.  of  cases  relieved  during  the  year 

No.  of  persons  affected  

(d)  No.  of  cases  of  overcowding  remaining  at  end  of  1951 

No.  of  persons  affected  


634 

2303 

189 

523 

142 

423 

681 

2403 


RODENT  CONTROL 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

One  hundred  and  ninty-three  infestations  (159  dwelling  houses, 
18  business  premises  and  16  local  authority  premises)  were  treated 
during  the  year. 

In  addition,  the  River  Lliedi,  sewers,  refuse  tips,  market  and 
slaughterhouse  were  treated  at  intervals. 

The  treatments  were  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  methods 
of  the  Infestation  Branch  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  the  poisons  used  being  zinc  phosphide,  arsenic  and  red 
squill. 


Smoke  Abatement. — Various  complaints  of  nuisances  caused 
by  smoke  and  grit  received  the  attention  of  the  department  during 
the  year  and  reports  made  to  the  Health  Committee. 


INCREASE  OF  RENT  AND  MORTGAGE  INTEREST 
(RESTRICTIONS)  ACTS,  1920-1938 

Four  applications  were  received  during  the  year  and  certificates 
were  issued  in  each  case. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT, 


1901,  AND  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

1. — Inspection  for  the  purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 


1 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

42 

2 

Factories  without  mechanical 
power 

12 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act — 
(including  works  of  building  and 
engineering  constructions,  but 
not  outworkers’  premises) 

Total 

54 

2 



2. — Defects  found. 


Number  of  defects 

Number  of 

defects  in 
respect  of 

Premises 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

to  H.M. 

which  pro- 

Inspector 

ceedings 
were  insti- 

tuted. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l .) 

2 

2 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3.) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6.) 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7.)  : — 

Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  defective 
Not  seperate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

Other  Offences 

(Not  including  offences  relating 
to  Home  Work  or  offences  under 
the  Sections  mentioned  in  the 

Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  (Factories  and  Work- 
shops Transfer  of  Powers)  Order, 
1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories 

Act,  1937) 

Totals 

3 

3 

R.  EVANS, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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